
1682

inspector wants to find out whether milk is being adulterated
or not he is said first to send a post-card to the dairy keeper
and then to stroll round. Again, it is stated that certain

inspectors make a point of calling on every new man to
ask if he is " friendly," " friendly being interpreted as the
payment of two cheques per annum. It is difficult to

imagine graver charges in regard to dereliction of duty of
a very considerable body of men who in a large measure are
responsible for the maintenance of the public health than
are contained in these sentences. If these statements are
true the condition of things can only be described
as scandalous and as constituting bribery and corruption
of the most pernicious character. Evidence to the effect
that the system of collecting samples is often unsatisfactory
may frequently be gathered from between the lines of the
annual reports of the Local Government Board, but this has
been mainly attributed to the official aspect of the inspector,
for when samples are obtained by private purchasers the re-
turns in regard to the rate of adulteration are generally
higher. We trust that the Local Government Board will at

once take steps to sift this matter to the uttermost degree. IEither these charges are true or not true ; if the former
prove to be the case some fresh organisation will have to be
made, while if the latter is the case then the persons
responsible for the statements must meet the consequences
of making charges which are not justified.

PROPRIETARY v. OFFICIAL PREPARATIONS.

A CORRESPONDENT draws attention to the real or supposed
dangers of the frequency with which proprietary prepara-
tions are prescribed in lieu of the equivalents of the British
Pharmacopoeia. He says that wherever the fashionable

physician goes he finds such preparations are taken by patients
with as little hesitation as they take their meals. He con-

siders this ruinous to the interests of the medical man, the

dispensing chemist, and the patient. It is of course possible
to argue that the interests of the medical man and the

dispensing chemist suffer from the frequency with which the
laity attempt to treat slight ailments without skilled

assistance ; but this natural tendency of every man to

attempt to be his own medical adviser commonly entails
subsequent prolonged medical attendance owing to an initial
error of diagnosis. In other words, it might be argued,
from interested motives, that proprietary preparations are
blessings in disguise, a contention which we should deem
unworthy of any professional man. It is perfectly true that
many of the advertised preparations cannot in ignorance be
used with impunity, and it is the duty of every practitioner
to speak with no uncertain voice of the possible dangers of
self-medication. On the other hand, it is probable
that the growth of the use of such proprietary pre-
parations by medical men was in the past fostered

by the difficulty of remembering the pharmacop&oelig;ial doses,
a difficulty which was evaded by employing proprietary
articles. Careful consideration of the current British

Pharmacopoeia will show that this hindrance to the

employment of official preparations has to a large extent
been removed, and that pharmacopooial drugs can now be
prescribed with as much facility as proprietary articles.
Whether the average dispensing chemist can compete with
the wholesale manufacturer in rendering the results of his
labour equally attractive in appearance scarcely concerns
the prescriber. It can undoubtedly be done by a skilfully
trained pharmaceutist; it is for him to determine what

, profit accrues from the trouble involved. So far as the
benefit of the patient is concerned it appears to be the duty
of the prescriber to order the remedy demanded by the
nature of the complaint and to indicate the form in which
it is to be dispensed and, provided that the drugs supplied

by the chemist are of the pharmacopceial standard of purity.
the prescriber should be perfectly indifferent as to whether
the actual preparation sent to his patient is proprietary or
official. A prescription which indicates the name of a

: maker is necessarily an advertisement.

ROENTGEN RAYS AND FORENSIC MEDICINE.

EVERYBODY knows that a photograph may be easily made
to tell untruths and that a like unstable veracity may attach
to skiagrams is clearly pointed out in an article in the

Minneapolis Times quoted by the Literary Digest of New
; York. The matter has an important bearing on forensic

medicine, and we therefore reproduce the paragraph :&mdash;
A Chicago electrical specialist has been making some

interesting experiments at the suggestion of the attorneys of
the Chicago City Railway Company and others, and the results

. 
are somewhat startling. They tend to show that shadowgraphs.
may need a great deal of corroboration when introduced as

, 

evidence in a damage suit. One of the lawyers exposed
t his hand before the machine with the muscles relaxed,
. fingers extended, and the member generally in normal
r position. The shadowgraph showed the bones to be in

e perfect condition. The attorney then made a second expos-

s ure of the same hand, cramping the first joints of the fingers’’ 
slightly. The ends of the fingers appeared to have been.
crushed and the bor,es were apparently of unnatural size.
In another experiment the operator showed that’t is possible
to arrange an object on the outside of the body and make it,
appear to be lodged within. Thus a bullet placed in the
clothing on the back of the body was shown in the shadow-
graph as resting against the spine. The expert stated-
further that he had learned by long experience that it is

possible for the operator himself to be deceived as to the
- 

location of an object disclosed by the x-ray machine.
____

THE ST. JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE AND THE
WAR.

THE St. John Ambulance Brigade was established by the
Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in England
about 12 years ago, being an offshoot of the St. John
Ambulance Association. Its main object was to provide
organised first aid on public occasions, but it was also

intended that its members should be invited to volunteer to-

supplement the medical personnel of the army if required in
case of national emergency. The good work voluntarily done-
by the members of the various units called " divisions" which
are to be found in most of the principal cities and towns
throughout the country is now pretty well known, and,
wherever divisions exist their presence on occasions when,

large crowds are assembled and when accidents are likely to.
occur, as at cycle races, football matches, and so forth, is.
always highly appreciated ; but until the outbreak of the

present war the brigade has had no opportunity of proving
its value and preparedness to act as an auxiliary to the Army
Medical Service. As much confusion exists in the public.
mind as to the exact distinction between the St John Am-

bulance Association and the St. John Ambulance Brigade it.
may be stated briefly that the association is chiefly concerned
with the manufacture and distribution of ambulance material,.
such as ambulance waggons, stretchers, surgical haversacks,
splints, and bandages, and provides for the instruction and
examination of classes in first aid, nursing, and hygiene, and
the granting of certificates of proficiency. Persons whq
have obtained the association certificate are alone allowed
to enter the brigade under certain conditions, the.

principal being that they shall attend at least 1&
drills and practices yearly, shall pass an annual re-

examination in first aid under the medical officers of
the brigade and shall be ready to turn out for public duty
whenever called upon by their officers. The total number of
members of the brigade in England, Ireland, Wales, and the-
colonies is now about 11,000, including nearly 2000 nursing,


